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manner of intoxicants not excluding even tea. During my travels
in Assam, Mr. Phookan, the Assam non-co-operation leader, told
me that the campaign had come to the Assamese as a blessing,
because more than any other part of India Assam had a very
large number of its population addicted to opium in a variety of
ways. The campaign, however, Mr. Phookan said, had brought
about a wholesale reform, and thousands had vowed never to touch
opium. I should have thought that the severe condemnation that
I have repeatedly expressed of the liquor policy of the Government
would include condemnation of the whole of its policy regarding
intoxicating drinks and drugs and that no separate condemnation
was needed regarding opium, ganja, etc. If there was no ruinous and
growing expenditure on an army kept not for the sake of prevent-
ing encroachments from without, but for suppressing Indian dis-
content due to the exploitation of India for the sake of Great
Britain, there would be no revenue needed from immoral sources.
In saying that India (meaning the Government of India) has
handled the opium question with perfect honesty of purpose, Mr.
Campbell evidently forgets that, in the interest of revenue, opium
was imposed upon China by force of arms.

Toung India, 20-3-1924

132.    LETTER TO R. JV. MANDLIK
POST ANDHERI,
March 20, 1924
DEAR  MR. MANDLIK,
I have your letter.1
I have not seen the Nava KaL I must not therefore express
any opinion whatsoever. I have too great regard for Mr. Khadil-
kar to venture any opinion on what he might have written without
knowing it and without seeing him personally about it, if I was
not satisfied with it. You will therefore please excuse me for not
giving any opinion on the question raised by you at the present
1 On March 19, Maudlik had reported Khadilkar as suggesting in Nava
J&2/that if the Viceroy issued the Finance Bill, which had been rejected by the
Assembly, Motilal Nehru and other Swarajist leaders should be ready for a non-
co-operation movement under the leadership of Ganclhiji, by March end. He
asked Gandhiji if such really was the case3 whether he approved of the sug-
gestion and believed such a campaign would be successful.